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The genus Equisetum includes 15
extant species with worldwide \ i%
distribution. Of these species, four are \i/
found in our area (up to 10,000 ft). 2
Thesefour specieshave many similar
characteristics that make Equisetum
easy to spot & a few differences that
set each individual species apart.
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Paleobotanists have evidence that the evolutionary history of Equisetaceae can be

traced as far back as the Carboniferous or Devonian periods. After 36@00 million

years of evolution, it is thought that the few species of Equisetum alive today are

the sole surviving representatives of a much more diverse ancient group of specie
that were around before, during & after the dinosaurs.
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