
The Community Enhancement Grant program was created by the UCCD board to encourage projects 
throughout our county that promote our natural resources and provide beautification of public spaces.  UCCD 

is now accepting applications for new projects!  The grants can be awarded for up to $5,000 per project with a 
20% match required of the applicant.  The match can be cash or in-kind.   

There are so many possibilities for projects, but here are a few ideas to get the creative juices flowing:  

Interpretive signs in outdoor areas or along trails, creating gardens with native plants in public areas to help with 

water conservation and storm runoff, windbreaks or other tree plantings that improve the use of outdoor areas 
and/or wildlife habitat, public pollinator gardens to increase the presence of native pollinator species in our 

communities, tree and water-wise landscape plantings in public parks, libraries, church and cemetery plantings, 

scout projects and outdoor classrooms.  

Do you have another idea?  We’d love to hear it! 

The grants are available to businesses, landowners, groups, schools, clubs, scouts and other civic organizations or 

entities that have an interest in conservation and improving our public spaces.  Applications can be found on our 

website at www.uintacountycd.com and are due by April 8, 2024.   

Below are some pictures of projects that were awarded grant funding in previous years. 
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The Conservation Districts seedling tree and shrub sales are well underway. Order 
early for largest selection of species. We can help you with species selection and your 

planting plan. We are happy to come out on site to see what you’ve got, or you are 
welcome to stop in the office anytime!  For the most current order form, visit our 

website at www.uintacountycd.com.   

http://www.uintacountycd.com
http://www.uintacountycd.com


COVER CROPS ARE AN INDISPENSABLE TOOL. They are planted to slow erosion, 

improve soil health, enhance water availability, smother weeds, help control pests and 

diseases, increase biodiversity, and bring a host of other benefits to your farm. Cover crops 

have also been shown to increase crop yields, break through a plow pan, add organic matter 

to the soil, prevent leaching of nutrients and attract pollinators. There is a growing body of 

evidence that shows cover crops improve resilience in the face of erratic and increasingly 

intensive rainfall, as well as under drought conditions. Cover crops help when it doesn’t rain, they 

help when it rains, and they help when it pours! 

COVER CROPS INCREASE YIELDS. Many research studies around the world demonstrate that 

cover crops can increase yield. The yield benefit is often apparent after just one year of using cover 

crops, and farmers will start to see other benefits, such as improved soil health, after several years 

of using them in crop rotation. This increase is especially true for years a drought occurs. 

A PROFITABLE LONG-TERM INVESTMENT.  Determining when cover crops pay for themselves is 

not as simple as comparing the added first-year costs with the return on the following crop. Cover 

crops should be viewed as a long-term investment that gradually improve farm management in 

multiple areas. 

SELECTION AND MANAGEMENT. To select cover crops for your operation, first identify your primary 

objectives for adding them to your system. Do you want to add nitrogen (N) to your soil, increase soil 

organic matter, reduce erosion, provide weed control, manage nutrients, or conserve soil moisture? 

While all cover crops provide many benefits, some species, or “cocktails” (cover crop mixes) are better 

than others, depending on your specific objectives.  

CROP ROTATIONS. One of the biggest challenges of cover cropping is to fit them into your current 

rotations, or to develop new rotations that take full advantage of their benefits.  

SOIL AND FERTILITY MANAGEMENT. Cover crops maintain and improve soil fertility in a number of 

ways. Protection against soil loss from wind and water erosion is perhaps the most obvious soil benefit, 

but providing organic matter is a more long-term and equally important goal. Cover crops contribute 

indirectly to overall soil fertility and health by catching nutrients before they can leach out of the soil 

profile or, in the case of legumes, by adding N to the soil. Their roots can even help unlock some 

nutrients in the soil, converting them to more available forms. The amount and availability of nutrients 

from cover crops will vary widely depending on such factors as species, planting date, plant biomass and 

maturity at termination date, residual soil fertility, and temperature and rainfall conditions. 

CLIMATE RESILIENCE AND WATER.  Evidence is mounting that cover crops help stabilize yields and 

improve moisture availability in the face of increasingly erratic weather. Is it too wet in spring? Cover 

crops take up water (via evapotranspiration) and usually allow you onto the field earlier than if you did 

not have a cover crop growing. Alternatively, if facing drought or practicing dryland farming, cover crops 

still help boost yields while being very efficient with water use. If you use no-till, the cover crop mulch 

increases water infiltration and conserves moisture into the summer. Added carbon and root channels, in 

addition to increased soil pore space, help improve soil water holding capacity—in any tillage system. 

CONCLUSION. Regardless of your objectives for growing cover crops, there are many viable and tested 

options available for you to try. Consult the many resources available, talk to other producers and start 

with small plots as you fine-tune your system. 

Submitted by Jeff Lewis, NRCS District Conservationist 



Hey Fourth Graders, Teachers, & Parents! 
  

Did you know that every fourth grader has the opportunity to visit 
any federally owned land or water recreation site, for free? 

Passes are issued and valid between September 1 and August 31  
of a student’s fourth grade year.  

Learn more at:  
https://everykidoutdoors.gov/ 

“The Every Kid Outdoor program mobilizes our next 
generation of stewards by introducing fourth graders to 

public lands in their backyards and beyond at an early age.”  

https://everykidoutdoors.gov/
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Uinta County Conservation District 
Board of Supervisors 

 

• Kelly Guild, Chairman 
• Dennis Cornelison, Vice Chairman 
• Spencer Eyre, Secretary/Treasurer 
• Kevin Condos, Member 
• Ty Lester, Member 
• Carol Hamilton, Associate Supervisor 

 

District Staff 
 

• Kerri Sabey, District Manager 
 ksabey.uccd@gmail.com 
• Katie Lott, Education Coordinator 
 klott.uccd@gmail.com 

 

204 East Sage St 
Lyman, WY 82937 

 

www.uintacountycd.com 
307-288-0214 

 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) Staff 

• Jeff Lewis, District Conservationist 

• Kevin Fackrell, Soil Conservation Technician 
 

NRCS phone: (307) 787-3211 
Office located in the Lyman Town Hall 

2024 
Redbooks 
are in! 


