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With the flooding that took place in Uinta County during the springs of 2010 and 2011, it was 

inevitable that a lot of damage had been done.  The cost to repair damage done by high 

water can be very expensive, time consuming and labor intensive.  Although there are dis-

aster programs with financial assistance available to livestock producers through federal agencies, sometimes funding is not readily available 

and not all projects qualify for that funding.  With that in mind, the Uinta County Conservation District Board (UCCD) of Supervisors decided 

to develop a new program that would allow producers to apply for local funding that could be used right away to repair damages before high 

water comes again in the spring.     

When local ranchers Richard and Carol Hamilton found out about the Conservation Districts Flood Recovery program, they got right to work.  

Richard had surveyed the damage from the high water this spring and new right away that a lot of work had to be done.  Two headgates and 

a fence had become non-functional due to the bank erosion that had taken place.  Without repair, the next bout of high water would have 

further eroded the banks and changed the entire stream course for approximately one to two miles, washing out a county road, jeopardizing 

4 homes, related out buildings and corrals, flooding meadows and bridges and depositing refuse and silt on meadows and pastures.  

The risk of further damage was too high to do nothing, and working headgates were a necessity, so the Hamiltons began doing their home-

work to find out what needed to be done.  When Richard approached the Conservation District Board of Supervisors with his project, after 

careful review, they deemed the project worthy.  Not only would the project benefit the individual landowners involved, but the county as a 

whole.  The District board also saw benefits to the streams, riparian areas, fisheries and wildlife.    

The Hamiltons received financial assistance from UCCD as well as assistance in locating construction materials and design recommenda-

tions.   

The project included the proper placement of reno mattresses and gabion baskets along with the use of woody materials and other vegeta-

tion to stabilize the banks.  As Richard will tell you, the labor involved in placing these materials was more than he bargained for, but worth 

every effort.   

ñWith the Conservation District cost share assistance, it allowed us to not only do the job, but do it properly.  It tempered a major financial 

burden.  The help was and is much appreciated.ò   Richard also added, ñIf any individual has structures such as these in jeopardy, I would 

encourage you to contact the Conservation District.ò 
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On September 21st at the 

Evanston Public Library UCCD 

hosted a Healthy Horse Work-

shop.  Topics covered were 

feed and water requirements 

to maintain a horseôs physique, 

horse body condition scoring 

and the range for healthy horses, recommended vaccinations and 

schedules, the importance of teeth cleaning as well as basic hoof 

care and anatomy.  Presenters for the workshop were Dr. Amy 

McLean, Equine Specialist with the University of Wyoming and Dr. 

Amber Ingersoll from Bear River Veterinary Clinic in Evanston.  Turn-

out was great with roughly 20 people in attendance for the evening.  

With the strong turnout and positive feedback, the district plans to 

host another Healthy Horse workshop in the near future.   

In July, the district joined 4H at the Uinta County Youth Camp, 

for a day of fun outdoor learning experiences.  Dannette helped 

the 4Hôers learn about predator and prey through a hands-on 

activity of flag tag.  They also had a relay race to demonstrate 

how some wildlife species work together to feed their young.  

4H Camp 

The Conservation Districts Flood Recovery Program is available to those who do not qualify for, or are not funded by other federal pro-

grams for flood recovery projects.  Practices that qualify under this program include debri removal, fence restoration and the repair or 

replacement of conservation structures such as diversions and headgates.  Other practices may also qualify and must be approved by 

the UCCD Board of Supervisors.  For more information on this program or to apply for funding, you can contact the Conservation District 

office at 747-8223. 

Fall is a great time of year to enjoy the cool crisp air and changing colors of the leaves.  It is also the perfect time to 
start thinking about that tree planting next spring.  Just as we prepare our garden spots and flower beds for next 

year, we must also prepare a place for our seedling trees.  Trees can be used in a number of ways to benefit you and your property. If 
planted and cared for correctly, they can be used as windbreaks, snow fences, noise and visual barriers, backyard habitat, streambank sta-

bilizers, and shade. 

As with any type of planting, it is important to have a planting plan in place.  You will need to know what kind of soil you have, how you will 
water your planting, how many seedlings you will need and what species.  By looking at these things ahead of time, you will be able to 

choose trees that can tolerate the conditions specific to the planting site and ultimately increase the survival and vigor of your planting. 

Proper site preparation is also an important step to be completed in the fall.  Existing plants and vegetation compete with the seedlings for 
light, water and many of the nutrients in the soil. Heavy competition from weeds, grasses and existing woody cover will choke your planting 
out in a hurry.  Site prep includes removing all of the sod and vegetation from the planting area and can be done using mechanical methods 
such as rototilling, fall-plowing and/or discing, or chemical methods by using selective herbicides. When done in the fall, site prep allows 

moisture to accumulate over the winter months, reduces competition from weedy species and makes planting a lot easier in the spring.  

If you need assistance in planning a windbreak or other type of tree planting, please call our office.  We are more than willing to visit with 

you in the office or meet you at the planting site and provide technical assistance where needed.  Give us a call at 747-8223! 

The Conservation District starts taking orders for seedling trees in October, so get that planting plan ready and order your seedlings before 
itôs too late!  The tree order form should be ready by the end of October, check our website for the latest 2012 seedling tree order form.  

Order early for the best selection! 

Your Seedling Trees Now  

ORDER 
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Camp Carpe Diem Camp Carpe Diem is an outdoor educational 

camping experience to students of ages 8-21 who experience 

developmental disabilities.  Campers realize that having a disabil-

ity does not set limitations, but creates opportunities especially 

when it comes to being environmentally responsible.  This years 

camp hosted over 35 campers! 

Adopt-A-Trout  Trout Unlimited, with UCSD #1 7th grade, imple-

mented a telemetry study to help identify future projects to im-

prove the Bear River fishery and provide an opportunity for the 

students to learn about their local river ecosystem and conserva-

tion goals through the Adopt-A-Trout program. In April, Trout 

Unlimited tagged 16 Bonneville Cutthroat trout and 16 Bluehead suckers with radio tags.  

Tagged fish are being tracked once a week.  UCSD# 1 7th grade began with a field trip in the 

fall of 2011 to the Bear River where they interacted with biologists from Trout Unlimited and the 

Wyoming Game and Fish.  The students watched as tags were implanted in fish, learned fly 

casting, stream ecology of the Bear River, telemetry tracking and ñadoptedò their fish.  Once a 

month throughout the school year the locations of the adopted fish will be presented to the kids.  

The kids will learn about the local ecosystems, fish life cycles, aquatic invertebrate life cycles 

and habitat.  The program will end with a second field trip in the spring of 2012, restoration pro-

ject (willow planting). 

World Water Monitoring Day 
Each year during the month of September, UCSD #4 5th grade class spends a day at the 

Uinta County Youth Camp facility. The students get to learn from several different instruc-

tors about a variety of topics. This year, conservation district staff, Dannette Edelmayer and 

Kerri Sabey, celebrated World Water Monitoring Day with the students.  The students got to 

see a small part of what goes on every day to ensure waters in the state are safe for use, by 

testing the Blacks Fork River for pH, temperature, dissolved oxygen and turbidity of the wa-

ter.  After collecting the results, the students calculated the flow of the water by dumping 

environmentally friendly bright green dye into the water and timing how fast the dye traveled downstream. 

In Wyoming, Conservation Districts are working with the Wyoming Department of Environ-

mental Quality to promote an awareness of water quality and to explain the comprehensive 

monitoring activities that take place every day by conservation districts and DEQ.   

WWMD is an educational outreach program developed to provide awareness and encourage 

communities to be proactive in protecting our waterways. WWMD day is celebrated interna-

tionally with 39 countries celebrating each year, and 3900 sites monitored.  WWMD is a great 

opportunity to participate and become informed about the health of our local waterways. 

District staff also celebrated World Water Monitoring Day with students from the Childrenôs 

Learning Foundation, and at the Evanston Extreme Kids Day.  

Scout Day Camp Scouts worked on 

their Outdoorsman, Forester and Geolo-

gist pins, and the scouts participated in 

the Leave No Trace Awareness program.  

Throughout camp, scouts were encour-

aged to keep garbage picked up by giv-

ing each leader a grocery bag and good 

coin award, when they saw boys picking 

up litter they gave them a coin and the 

coin was turned into the trading post for 

a small prize. 

Outdoor Education Grant Recipients Head       Out-Of-Doors! 
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District Manager 
(307) 747-8223 

Email:  ksabey@bvea.net 

Dannette Edelmayer 
Education Coordinator 

(307) 747-8224 
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Natural Resource Conservation Service  

(NRCS) Staff 
Jeff Lewis; District Conservationist 

Kevin Fackrell: Soil Conservation Technician 

NRCS phone: (307) 787-3211 

8:00 p.m. March through October 

7:00 p.m. November through February 

Lyman Town Hall 

USDA Service Center 

Board meetings are scheduled for the third  

Thursday of each month. 


