
Rangeland Health Assessment Program ï Itôs a Reality 

The anticipation of committing money for on-the-ground Rangeland Health Assessment 

Program (RHAP) projects is over. After nearly three years of working with partners to 

plan and build the RHAP, the Wyoming Department of Agriculture (WDA) is funding 

grants for projects. The WDA requested $200,000 in our 2011 supplemental budget for 

these projects and was approved by the legislature and Governor. 

 

But let me back up for a minute and give you a little background on the program. 

Through the years, it has become more and more important to insure the management 

tools we use today must be measureable, evaluatable and repeatable. It is imperative 

that each agriculture producer operate their business with the understanding that if they 

do not provide the data to defend practices, someone else will provide data for them. 

And I will guarantee that someone else does not have your best interest in mind! You 

need to be proactive in collecting credible data for covering your own backside and do not think for a single minute 

that someone else will do it for you. 

 

Today, the most important tool in a rangeland managerôs toolbox is the array of rangeland monitoring methods. 

Scientific methods are continuing to be developed and refined to assist land managers in quantifying information 

used to make land management decisions. There is not a ñone size fits allò monitoring method. Just like you would-

nôt use a hammer to tighten a screw, you wouldnôt use a riparian monitoring method in an upland area. 

  

For those who manage resources on public lands, monitoring is one of the ñbuzzò words placed in every planning 

document written. The intent is for management decisions to be based upon the evaluation of monitoring data. The 

drawback is there is a lack of time, budget or staff available to spend monitoring everything they are managing. 

Without collaboration between those directly impacted to insure the collection of credible data, management deci-

sions are at a higher risk of litigation. 

 

The people involved in the development of the RHAP believe cooperative rangeland monitoring is an important tool 

to help stabilize livestock grazing on lands administered by federal and state agencies and to achieve desired range 

conditions. Such a monitoring program always involves designing an area-specific monitoring plan which sets proto-

cols providing data supporting whether the area is meeting its resource objectives. 
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The Uinta County Conservation District would like to thank everyone that partici-

pated in this yearôs poster contest!   

This theme was Forest for People, More than you can Imagine!  This is an excel-

lent opportunity for the youth of our communities to express their individual talents 

and thoughts about conservation and our natural resources through art.   

Contest winners are as follows:  Category K-1; First Place Gage Neilson, Second 

Place Brent Lemon, Third Place Hank Allred.  Category 2-3; First Place Braxton 

Sabey, Second Place Emma Beck, Third Place Cortlin Condos. Category 4-6 First 

Place Trenna Slagowski, Second Place Kimberly Fossett, Third Place Misean 

Barnes.  Category 7-9; First Place Braidie Briggs, Second Place Irelynd Wilde, Third Place Siera Norris. Partici-

pants that place first at the local level advance to the state contest, which will be judged at the state con-

vention in November.  Congratulations and good luck at the state competition!! 

Over 550 Uinta County third and fourth grade students learned 

about agriculture and safety topics at the Uinta County Ag Expo/

Safety Day Camp.  The camp was planned and sponsored by the 

Uinta County Conservation District with the support and help of several organizations  and individuals committed to 

educating the public about ag life and everyday safety.   Presenters included:  Bridger Valley Electric, Murdochs, Co-

volo Auto, Eyre Trucking, Morgan Valley Polaris, Sims Livestock, Evanston Parks and Rec, Uinta County, Uinta 

County Cooperative Extension Service, Wyoming State Forestry, Tread Lightly, UC Weed & Pest, Jim Bridger FFA, 

Lyman FFA, Evanston FFA, Wyoming Ag in the Classroom. 

The goal of the camp was to teach youth about all aspects of agriculture, including its dangers, which affect their 

every day lives.  The students spent the entire day rotating through 31 different stations, where they heard lectures, 

saw exhibits, and did hands-on activities.  Stations included such topics as:  erosion, weeds, swine, sheep, dairy 

cows, beef, firearm safety, electrical safety, trees, goats, horses, ATV safety, grains, and much, much more. 

It was a fun day and the youth came away with an enhanced awareness of the importance of agriculture and safety in 

their everyday lives.  The Uinta County Conservation District would like to thank everyone who attended and those 

who volunteered to teach and assist the kids. 

Education 

Happenings Ag Expo Safety 
Day  

Congratulations Poster Contest Winners!  

ƷProject WET, Forest Ecology and  

   Rangeland Ecology. 

ƷLunch and refreshments provided. 

Ʒ$30 refundable registration fee 

   Fee will be returned upon  

   completion of course 

Please mail registration and fee 

by July 20th to:  UCCD 

P.O. Box 370, Lyman, WY  82937 

 

For registration questions,  

please call (307) 747-8224 

 

Braidie Briggs 

Gage Neilson Braxton Sabey Trenna Slagowski 

Outdoor 
Education 
Workshop 



Uinta County Third Graders Adopt Ranch Families  

ing learning experience that 

correlates with our state lan-

guage arts and social studies 

standards.ò 

     Both groups also learned that 

snow, sleet and mud are just part 

of a day at the ranch., and after 

exploring the ranches, everyone 

gathered for a hot lunch and 

sweet treats. 

     A student from Urie Elemen-

tary said, ñI think that the ranch 

was the best field trip I went on.  I 

really want to go again.ò  Another 

student tells us, ñMy first favorite 

thing was the hay ride.  I liked the 

hay ride because it was peacefulò. 

     Uinta County Conservation 

District would like to thank the 

ranchers for their dedication to 

this program, the schools, teach-

ers, students and all the wonder-

ful volunteers for another excep-

tional year with the Adopt a 

Rancher program.   

     If you would like to learn more 

about the Adopt-A-Rancher pro-

gram, please give Dannette Edel-

mayer a call at (307) 747-8224. 

  

Urie and Fort Bridger Elementary 

third graders spent their school 

year corresponding with local 

ranch families through the Uinta 

County Conservation District 

Adopt-A-Rancher program.  Each 

month the rancher would write a 

letter and send pictures to the 

students about happenings at the 

ranch.  The ranchers shared top-

ics from fall roundup, ranch his-

tory, calving to basic day-to-day 

happenings at the ranch.  In turn 

the students would write letters to 

their ranch family asking ques-

tions about ranch activi-

ties.  Through this process the 

students were able to build rela-

tionships with their ranch family 

and gain first-hand knowledge 

about agriculture and life on a 

ranch. 

     After a school year of ex-

changing letters and pictures, the 

students were invited to a day at 

the ranch to meet their adopted 

ranch family and explore the 

ranch.  Urie Elementary adopted 

Richard and Carol Hamilton.  This 

is the Hamiltonôs second year in 

the rancher programðfor Carol, 

ñThe Adopt a Rancher program 

is a great opportunity for stu-

dents to learn the basics of 

ranching.  It has been an excep-

tionally great opportunity for us 

to interact with an exceptional 

group of kids.ò At the Hamilton 

ranch, students learned about beef 

by-products, took a wagon ride 

through the ranch, climbed up in 

the cab of the tractor to operate 

the hydraulics and much much 

more.  Fort Bridger third grade 

adopted the Malone family from 

Robertson.  During the ranch visit, 

the students learned about brand-

ing, sheep, pigs and horses.  They 

also learned about animal health, 

operated the tractor hydraulics and 

went on a horseback ride.  Debra 

Fisher with Ft. Bridger Elementary 

said ñThe Adopt-A-Rancher Pro-

gram brings so much learning 

into our third grade class-

rooms.  Our students 

have developed a greater under-

standing for our community, 

ranchers and the ranching in-

dustry, and the importance 

of  letter writing.  The Malones 

have provided us with an amaz-

We really enjoyed being 

able to share part of 

Americaôs foundation ï 

Agriculture ï with the 

Fort Bridger third grad-

ers. It means a lot to us 

and we hope they gained 

a greater appreciation for 

it also.    

 Frosty Malone 



The intent of the RHAP is to provide another platform for use in protecting the sustainability of agriculture for the 

future. It is in no way to replace the individual joint cooperative monitoring programs or other monitoring efforts 

already established. The supporters of the RHAP see it as a way to expand and strengthen the data collection 

efforts in the state. 

 

Per the legislation, the RHAP ñshall be conducted on federal or state managed lands only under a memorandum 

of agreement with the federal or state land management agency.ò A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) be-

tween the WDA, Office of State Lands and Investments (OSLI), Bureau of Land Management (BLM), and Forest 

Service (FS) was completed and is available for review on the WDA website http://agriculture.wy.gov . 

 

The primary purpose of the MOU is to increase the level of participation and cooperation between the WDA, BLM, 

OSLI, and FS to perform rangeland health assessments including rangeland monitoring on Wyoming rangelands. 

This means making it a priority to provide people and resources for this effort and ensuring permittees/landowners 

are able to conduct cooperative monitoring and assessment with the federal and state agency personnel on their 

allotment(s). 

 

The first call for Request for Proposals (RFP) went out in March. Individual RHAP project grants of up to $20,000 

per application were awarded to eligible governmental agencies (applicants), as defined by the Program Rules: 

ñGovernmental agencyò means the University of Wyoming, institutions of higher education and other qualified 

state and local governmental agencies.]  Each applicant was allowed to submit more than one project proposal as 

they work with more than one or more than one group of permittees/lessees or landowners on RHAP projects. 

 

Three projects were approved by the Board of Agriculture through this competitive grant application process for a 

total of $54,867.  In an attempt to get the remaining $145,133.00 committed to projects, the WDA is accepting 

applications for a second RFP until 5 p.m. on July 15. The details for the program and the RFP can be found at 

http://agriculture.wy.gov/divisions/nrp/resource-management/rangeland . 

 

We are encouraging applicants to submit project proposals for projects who want to start planning this fall or for 

those who may want to start early in 2012. Another RFP will be offered later in the year if all available funds are 

not committed during this RFP.  Additionally, if we receive additional funding from the legislature next spring 

(which we are requesting), grant funding from the additional allocation would be available for use after July 1, 

2012.   

 

Itôs been a long haul to get to this point.  I am very excited to continue developing, refining and building a program 

with the purpose of assessing the health of the range in Wyoming and using the credible data collected to defend 

decisions intended to keep grazing on the land. A big THANK-YOU to everyone who has worked on this new pro-

gram effort.  I really appreciate everyoneôs patience in the development phase of the program and as we move 

into program implementation I am eagerly anticipating program suc-

cess! 

 

If you have questions about the RHAP or are interested in submitting 

a project proposal, contact Leanne Stevenson with the Wyoming 

Department of Ag, or Oakley Ingersoll, Range Specialist with the 

Uinta County Conservation District at 307-231-1717 or oinger-

soll@bvea.net.  
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